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SUBJECT: TAIWAN BROADCAST OF ANTONIONI FILM ON MAINLAND CHINA 

1 SUMMARY: ALL THREE LOCAL NETWORKS FEB 22 (AND AGAIN 
MARCH 3) TELECAST SEVERELY EDITED BLACK AND WHITE VERSION OF 
ANTONIONI DOCUMENTARY "CHUNG KUO", WITH LOCAL NARRATION AND 
HEAVILY PROPAGANDISTS INTRODUCTION. EFFORTS WERE MADE TO 
INSURE THAT AS MANY AS POSSIBLE ON TAIWAN WERE EXPOSED TO FILM 
AND INTEREST WAS QUITE HIGH. HEAVY-HANDED EDITING AND 
RATHER SHRILL PROPAGANDISTS TONE WERE ANNOYING TO MOST POLL 
TICALLY SOPHISTICATED OBSERVERS. GENERAL REACTION SEEMS TO 
HAVE BEEN THAT LIFE ON MAINLAND, WHILE DRAB, IS NOT 
GREATLY DIFFERENT FROM THAT HERE (PARTICULARLY IN RURAL 
AREAS) AND CERTAINLY IS NOT THE PURGATORY USUALLY POR 
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TRAYED IN ROC MEDIA. END SUMMARY. 
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2. FEBRUARY 22 ALL THREE LOCAL TELEVISION NETWORKS BROAD- 
CAST A SIXTY MINUTE EDITED VERSION OF THE ANTONIONI FILM, 

"CHUNG KUO", ALMOST ALL FOOTAGE PRESENTING POSITIVE VIEWS 
OF THE MAINLAND - INCLUDING ALL EVIDENCE OF SPONTANIETY 
OR CHEERFULNESS - WAS ELIMINATED. ENGLISH LANGUAGE NARRA- 
TION WAS OVERLAID WITH A MANDARIN TRANSLATION DONE BY 
LOCAL "EXPERTS" WHICH WASS REASONABLY ACCURATE EXCEPT FOR 
THE USUAL SUBSTITUTION OF STANDARD ROC TERMINOLOGY SUCH 

AS "COMMUNISTS BANDITS" FOR CHINESE COMMUNISTS AND OCCASIONAL 
SHIFTS TO ROC PROPAGANDA LINE. SEPARATE SECTIONS OF THE 
FILM EACH WERE INTRODUCED BY LOCAL "COMMENTATOR" GIVING 
BLATANTLY POLITICAL INSTRUCTIONS AS TO "CORRECT INTERPRETA- 
TION". 

3. FILM WAS SHOWN IN BLACK AND WHITE ONLY. THUS EMPHASIZING 
DRABNESS OF LIFE FAR MORE THAN DID COLOR VERSION SEEN BY 
EMBASSY OFFICERS THROUGH SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH GIO. 
INTERSPERSED COLOR COMMERCIALS ALSO CONTRASTED SHARPLY WITH 
MAINLAND CONDITIONS (AND APPARENTLY WERE SELECTED FOR 

THAT REASON) AND MOVIE WAS FOLLOWED BY A FIFTEEN MINUTE 
COLOR PROPAGANDA FILM ON TAIPEI, PRESENTED "IN ORDER TO 
RAISE THE SPIRITS" OF THE AUDIENCE, SHOWING A 
TAIPEI BARELY RECOGNIZABLE TO THE AVERAGE RESIDENT. 

4. INTEREST IN THE FILM WAS TREMENDOUS - SECOND ONLY 
TO THE LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL. NIGHT SHIFT WORKERS WERE 
GIVEN TIME OFF, NIGHT SCHOOLS DID NOT HOLD CLASSES AND IN 
GENERAL EVERY EFFORT WAS MADE TO SEE THAT AS LARGE AN 
AUDIENCE AS POSSIBLE SAW THE FILM. FOR THOSE WHO MISSED 
IT, OR MISUNDERSTOOD IT, THE FILM WAS REBROADCAST 
MARCH 3 IN TAIWANESE. AND JUST IN CASE ANY MISS THE POINT, 

LOCAL STATIONS NEXT MONTH WILL BROADCAST A DOCUMENTARY 
PREPARED BY THE INTELLIGENCE BUREAU OF THE MINISTRY OF 
NATIONAL DEFENSE ENTITLED "STORM OF 20 YEARS". SAID TO 
PROVIDE "GLIMPSES OF THE TURMOIL AND MISERY BEHIND THE 
BAMBOO CURTAIN". 

5. FILM APPARENTLY PURCHASED SEVERAL MONTHS AGO AND 
UNEDITED VERSION WAS AVAILABLE FOR VIEWING BY HIGH LEVEL 
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OFFICIALS, THOUGH FEW SAW IT. DECISION TO SHOW IT ON 
LOCAL TV WAS MADE ONLY AFTER PRC CRITICISM. SOME IN GOVT 
WANTED TO SHOW UNCUT VERSION WITH MINIMUM PROPAGANDA; 

THEY LOST. HOWEVER, MINISTER OF EDUCATION TSIANG YEN- 
SHIH, TOLD DCM HE PLANS TO SHOW UNEDITED, COLOR VERSION 
TO MINISTRY OF EDUCATION OFFICIALS AND LARGE NUMBER OF 
UNIVERSITY FACULTY MEMBERS. 

6. THIS DETERMINED EFFORT BY GOVERNMENT TO SHOW EVERYONE 
HERE JUST HOW MISERABLE LIFE ON THE MAINLAND IS, SEEMS TO 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



US TO HAVE FALLEN CONSIDERABLY SHORT OF SUCCESS. MOST OF 
THE POLITICALLY SOPHISTICATED TO WHOM WE HAVE SPOKEN, 
INCLUDING SEVERAL IN GOVERNMENT, WERE GREATLY ANNOYED BY 
THE HEAVY-HANDED PROPAGANDA CONTENT AND MINATORY TONE OF 
THE INTRODUCTORY SECTIONS, THE OBVIOUS EDITING, AND THE 
OCCASIONAL BLANKING OUT OF THE ENGLISH NARRATION. RE- 
ACTIONS OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC WERE LESS CLEAR, BUT THERE 
TO MANY WERE PUT OFF BY HEAVY HANDED PACKAGING. MANY 
COMMENTED THAT LIFE ON MAINLAND HAD NOT CHANGED MUCH IN 
TWENTY YEARS AND FEW APPEARED TO AGREE WITH PRESS THAT 
FILM DEMONSTRATES "TAIWAN IS HEAVEN, RED CHINA IS HELL' 1 . 

7. GRC LIKED THE FILM FOR THE SAME REASONS THE PRC DID 
NOT - IT SHOWED LITTLE "SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION" ON THE 
MAINLAND, INSTEAD FOCUSED ON TRADITIONAL CHINA AND ITS 
PEOPLE. PERHAPS IN RESPONSE TO PUBLIC REACTION HERE, 

PRESS HAS BEGUN DOW-PLAYING THE "LIFE IS HELL ON MAINLAND" 

5#3.3 -,$ 3.0#- 8"8,& )-:( 9* $3;3)90.3,5, NON-MECHANIZA- 
TION OF AGRICULTURE, ANTIQUATED FACTORY EQUIPMENT, ETC. 

8. DIFFICULT TO SAY HOW SUCCESSFUL (IN TERMS OF GRC'S 
PURPOSES) THE SHOWING WAS, BUT IT IS CLEAR THE FILM 
EVOKED STRONG FEELINGS OF NOSTALGIA AMONG MAINLANDERS 
HERE. ADDITIONALLY, WE BELIEVE MANY FORMED CONCLUSION 
THAT LIFE FOR THE COMMON MAN IS NOT GREATLY DIFFERENT ON 
TAIWAN AND THE MAINLAND. THUS WHILE THERE MAY HAVE BEEN SOME 
PROPAGANDA BENEFIT FOR GRC IN NOTING PRC'S "LACK OF PROGRESS 
AND DEVELOPMENT", ADVANTAGE PERHAPS OFFSET BY FEELING 

THAT CHINA, AFTER ALL, REMAINS CHINA AND THAT WHITE 
LIFE MAY BE DRAB, IT IS HARDLY THE PURGATORY NORMALLY 
PORTRAYED IN ROC MEDIA. 
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